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traceless wins the German Entrepreneur Award 2022 

With their novel biomaterial, the bioeconomy startup traceless has developed a holistically 

sustainable solution to tackle global plastic pollution. For their pioneering concept, the 

female-founded team has been awarded with the prestigious Deutscher Gründerpreis 2022 

in the Startup Category. 

After having won the Hamburger Gründerpreis just the week before, traceless received another 

recognition on September 13th in Berlin, where the award ceremony for the German 

Entrepreneur Award (Deutscher Gründerpreis) took place. The award claims to be the most 

prestigious awards for entrepreneurial excellence and achievements in Germany, and 

celebrated its 20th anniversary this year. The winners are selected annually in four categories: 

students, start-up, rising star and lifetime achievement. 

As this year’s winner in the startup category, the two founders of the Hamburg-based startup, 

Anne Lamp and Johanna Baare, accepted the award on behalf of their whole team on stage. 

With their innovative and holistically sustainable biomaterials, it is their mission to make the 

biggest possible contribution to solve global plastic pollution.  

What does it mean to have won the German Entrepreneur Award?  

Anne Lamp: We see this honourable mention not only as recognition for our work at 

traceless, but also as confirmation of the high relevance and urgency of the problem we are 

working on. In a year of multiple crises, it has become clearer than ever that the 

transformation towards green, circular economies and the shift away from fossil resources is 

one of the greatest challenges of our time.  

Johanna Baare: More and more people  are questioning the way we live, consume and 

produce, and are concerned about the planet we leave behind for future generations. At 

traceless, it’s our aim to offer a solution to this: A material that impacts positively on the 

planet, rather than leaving behind unintended traces in the form of pollution and waste. And 

we’re incredibly happy that the jury has recognized the pioneering approach we take! 

 traceless materials GmbH 

www.traceless.eu 

contact@traceless.eu 
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After achieving a recognition like this, what is next on your agenda? 

Anne Lamp: Of course, receiving an acknowledgement like this is important and shows us 

that what we are doing is seen and recognized. But as an impact-driven company, we are 

not yet at the end of our mission: realising the full impact potential of our technology, and 

making our contribution to solve the global plastic pollution and climate crisis! And for this, 

as with all the complex environmental and societal challenges, it is so important to keep 

working together, because no one will create a change on their own.  

What is necessary to succeed on your further journey?  

Johanna Baare: As Anne just pointed out, we highly rely on our network to realise our 

impact potential. This includes not only our team, but also our business partners, investors 

and supporters who decided to join our pioneering journey. Not to forget the support from 

society and consumers, and the already raised awareness about plastic pollution. The need 

for innovation and greener solutions is higher than ever, and it is great that new ideas are 

received by many with open arms instead of with scepticism. To achieve real change on a 

large scale, it takes many of us to be part of the solution! 

 

ABOUT TRACELESS 

The circular bioeconomy start-up traceless materials GmbH was founded in 2020 by Anne 

Lamp and Johanna Baare in Hamburg, Germany. traceless’ innovative patent-pending 

technology for the first time allows to use agricultural industry by-products to produce a 

holistically sustainable biomaterial: While providing the beneficial properties of plastics, 

traceless® is fully bio-circular and compostable under natural conditions, for example on a 

home compost. Even though the material is bio-based, it does not compete with food 

production, is free of potentially hazardous chemicals and climate friendly, as the production 

and disposal emits up to 87% less CO2 compared to virgin plastics. Making use of natural 

biopolymers, traceless® is plastic and microplastic free and does not fall under the EU Plastics 

Directive.  

The company produces traceless® as a base material in granulate form. The plastics- and 

packaging industry can further process this granulate to flexible films, rigid materials, coatings or 

adhesives, using standard converting technologies. This way, traceless® can be used in a wide 

variety of end products - from rigid and flexible packaging to disposables to products with high 

abrasion and coating & adhesive solutions. Already competitive in quality to conventional 

plastics and bioplastics, on industrial production scale the materials will be price competitive to 

virgin plastics in the EU. 

Ever since the company’s founding in 2020, the company has shown clear ambitions to bring 

their materials to market fast. The continuously growing team has already built a first pilot plant 

for material production near Hamburg. Parallel, they work on several development projects for 
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product applications, among others they are developing market pilots with German e-commerce 

company OTTO, and German aviation company Lufthansa. 

In 2021, the company successfully raised a seed investment. In the same year, they received a 

€2.42 Mio. grant from the European Innovation Council (EIC) under the Horizon Europe EIC 

Accelerator, which helps them to further accelerate their scale up. The company has already 

received high recognition in the press and media (u.a. ZDF, DIE ZEIT, Wirtschaftswoche), and has 

won several national and European awards, e.g. the Hamburger Gründerpreis 2022, 

Wissenschaftspreis 2022, and Science Start-Up Breakthrough of the Year 2021 at Falling Walls 

Venture. 

Website: www.traceless.eu 

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/traceless-company 

Instagram: www.instagram.com/traceless.eu/ 

 

Press kit with photos for download: https://www.traceless.eu/press-media 

Please contact our team via email: contact@traceless.eu 

 

 

ABOUT DEUTSCHER GRÜNDERPREIS  

The German Entrepreneur Award is the country's most prestigious acknowledgement of entrepreneurial 

excellence and achievement. Initiated by the partners stern, Sparkassen, ZDF and Porsche, it aims to 

foster a positive entrepreneurial environment in Germany and encourages individuals to start their own 

business. In 2022 was the 20th jubilee of the award.  

Nominated in the start-up category, together with traceless, were Additive Drives GmbH, who design and 

manufacture electric motors using innovative 3D printing technologies, and Aleph Alpha GmbH, who have 

developed an AI technology to transform human-machine interaction.  The winners in the other 

categories were Osapiens (Raising Star), Klaus Grohe (Lifetime Achievement) and the student team 

around VoltVoyage (Student Award). The special award went to Tatjana Kiel by #WeAreAllUkrainians. 

 

More Info about the winners 2022 (German only):  

https://www.deutscher-gruenderpreis.de/presse/meldung/20-deutscher-gruenderpreis-zum-jubilaeum-

steht-nachhaltigkeit-im-mittelpunkt/ 

www.deutscher-gruenderpreis.de 

twitter.com/Gruenderpreis 

facebook.com/DGP.DeutscherGruenderpreis 
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